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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Thursday, September 6, 

2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. 

Christopher Borowy, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  Michael Bunko, Jeff Crown, & Alicia Novi  

 Alternates:  Shari Guarino & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:    Theresa Albanese, Chair         

   William Camp & James Sullivan, Commissioners   

 The Acting Chair seated Ms. Guarino for Mr. Camp and Mr. Ives for Mr. Sullivan this evening.  A 

quorum was determined.    

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by everyone in attendance. 

 

Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of August 2, 2018 

 Ms. Novi made a motion to approve as presented and Mr. Ives seconded.  Motion passed 

unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items scheduled for action 

 None this evening. 

 

Inland Wetland Applications: 

 A. Information – IW #1269 – Application of Christopher Jones seeking to build a footbridge 

over a small brook and wetland fringe.  Property located at 55 Williamsburg Drive 

 Chris Jones, 55 Williamsburg Drive, applicant, explained his application.  He explained he would 

like to build a small wood footbridge behind my house.  I have a piece of property that connects to a 

barn with a stream running between my house and the barn.  There is an old path that they used a long 

time ago to get across there, but that filled in a little bit and it is also very wet.  To make it easy to go 

from my house to the barn I want to put this footbridge in so that I can get across without getting all 
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wet.  Then eventually I would like to put a sit-down lawnmower in the barn and I can      drive that 

across.  That’s the plan. 

 Acting Borowy noted in the application was color photographs and the materials you propose to 

use, the construction, dimensions.    

 Ms. Guarino questioned the safety of pressure treated lumber in a wetlands application.  Is it 

considered safe?   Mr. Lavallee said we just went through this with the footbridge for the Eagle Scout 

project.  We did some research from the New York Department of Environmental Conservation.  The is 

no real direct cumulative affect from pressure treated lumber even in submerged water.  There is some 

residual, but not enough to affect the aquatic life.  

 But the CTDEEP also had some input and that was saying different types have different levels of 

acceptable chemicals in them. The best was ACQ which was more copper based and it didn’t have the 

arsenic or chromium in it and what it did wasn’t a general threat.  It’s preferable to use ACQ and not to 

cut it on site if you’re in the wetland.  Cut it in the uplands and keep the sawdust to a minimum. 

 Ms. Novi asked if the bridge/walkway be able to hold the weight of a riding lawnmower.  The 

applicant indicated it would. 

 Mr. Crown made a motion to approve the applicant.   Ms. Novi seconded.  Motion passed 6 to 0 

on a roll call vote. 

 

Communications: 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items other than those 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 Update on Foot bridge proposal at Crescent Lake:   Mr. Lavallee indicated they had received 

more information on the material.  Originally, at the presentation at the open space committee, we 

preferred cedar or some other material other than pressure treated.  We did research and found out it 

was not as detrimental as we thought.  In the scout’s case, he can get the pressure treated wood 

donated whereas he couldn’t get the cedar donated because of the price difference.   He hasn’t made 

up his mind on that, yet. 

 Acting Chair Borowy commented, just like Jones application, that is not sitting saturated in 

water.  It is above water. 

 Mr. Lavallee said the scout planned on getting started within the next few weeks. 
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  ADA Canoe Launch Update:  That is going to get started this coming weekend at the dog park.  

It’s all been approved.  We’ll see that done before the end of fall. 

 

 Pollinator Garden at Novick Open Space Update:   We’re getting together with Marion Stannard 

from the agricultural sciences program at the high school.  She’ll get some students involved in that 

along with us and open space, as well.  We’ll work on the design of that.  We have a year to complete 

that. 

 

 E & S MS4 reporting:   This is required.  We’re doing a little bit more erosion and sedimentation 

control monitoring and reporting.  A complaint gets logged into a spreadsheet as well as our complaint 

log.  I typically inspect for inland wetlands through the planning department and engineering has their 

own inspector and he makes notes as well on different sites.  If we see something we call each to see if 

each has seen it and how it’s being addressed. 

 Things like anti-tracking pads, if there is any site that has disturbed ground, we like to see filter 

fabric and stone on top so the material doesn’t get tracked into the streets and what have you. 

 Dust control, typical silt fence, anything that is on the site plan to control the movement of 

material we look at.   

 If there is any discoloring of any water discharged for whatever reason, we go out and see 

where it coming from.  Typically, it is people dewatering, so we have them put a filter bag in the 

discharge hose.  The state says minimized discoloration because you can’t get all the fines out of the 

sediment and the water.  The material around here is just too fine.  The state understands that. 

 That keeps us on our toes, it keeps the developers on their toes.  It is a good thing.  It is 

mandated.  It’s a little more work but it brings everyone up to speed. 

 We’re getting a new program, an app for our field books so we can write on chrome book or i-

pad.  The apps comes up and there is a checklist you can check off and that gets uploaded. 

 

 We’re continuing to keep an eye on sites.  Open space is still active and it has been a lot more 

active this year, which is nice.  We used to meet quarterly and now we meet every month. 

  

Adjournment  

 Mr. Crown made a motion to adjourn.   Mr. Ives seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 o’clock, p.m.) 


